
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
To:	   	   Appropriations	  Committee	  of	  the	  CT	  General	  Assembly	  
From:	   	   Ramona	  Burkey,	  Library	  Director,	  Cheshire	  Public	  Library	  
Date:	   	   March	  2,	  2015	  
Re:	   	   Governor	  Malloy’s	  Proposed	  Cuts	  to	  the	  State	  Library	  Budget	  
	  
Ladies	  and	  Gentlemen	  of	  the	  Appropriations	  Committee:	  
	  
I	  write	  to	  express	  my	  strong	  opposition	  to	  the	  Governor’s	  proposed	  cuts	  to	  the	  State	  Library	  
budget	  for	  Fiscal	  Years	  2016	  and	  2017,	  and	  to	  GB	  No.	  942,	  “AN	  ACT	  IMPLEMENTING	  THE	  
BUDGET	  RECOMMENDATIONS	  OF	  THE	  GOVERNOR	  CONCERNING	  EDUCATION.”	  
	  
1.	  	  Eliminating	  Connecticard	  payments	  to	  cities	  and	  towns	  would	  amount	  to	  an	  unfunded	  
mandate	  for	  municipalities,	  since	  towns	  would	  be	  expected	  to	  provide	  library	  services	  to	  
residents	  of	  other	  towns	  without	  any	  form	  of	  compensation.	  	  Local	  residents	  pay	  for	  library	  
services	  through	  their	  property	  taxes,	  but	  the	  only	  compensation	  that	  libraries	  currently	  receive	  
for	  providing	  library	  resources	  to	  non-‐resident,	  non-‐taxpayers	  comes	  from	  the	  Connecticard	  
program.	  	  Many	  libraries,	  including	  Cheshire’s,	  rely	  heavily	  upon	  their	  annual	  Connecticard	  
reimbursement	  to	  purchase	  library	  materials,	  technology	  and	  equipment	  that	  they	  could	  not	  
otherwise	  afford.	  	  Were	  Connecticard	  payments	  to	  end,	  libraries	  may	  choose	  to	  opt	  out	  of	  the	  
Connecticard	  program,	  which	  would	  severely	  limit	  Connecticut	  residents’	  access	  to	  library	  
materials	  across	  the	  state	  by	  effectively	  ending	  reciprocal	  borrowing	  privileges	  and	  interlibrary	  
loan.	  
	  
2.	  	  Eliminating	  funding	  for	  the	  CT	  Library	  Consortium	  would	  effectively	  end	  local	  libraries’	  ability	  
to	  purchase	  most	  library	  resources.	  	  CLC	  currently	  negotiates	  huge	  group	  discounts	  for	  books,	  
media,	  furniture,	  technology,	  databases,	  museum	  passes	  and	  much	  more	  –	  none	  of	  which	  even	  
the	  most	  wealthy	  local	  libraries	  could	  afford	  without	  these	  group	  discounts.	  
	  
3.	  	  GB	  No.	  942,	  “AN	  ACT	  IMPLEMENTING	  THE	  BUDGET	  RECOMMENDATIONS	  OF	  THE	  
GOVERNOR	  CONCERNING	  EDUCATION”	  not	  only	  repeals	  the	  programs	  above	  (and	  several	  
valuable	  statewide	  library	  services),	  but	  states	  that	  new	  legislation	  would	  be	  required	  before	  
these	  programs	  could	  ever	  be	  funded	  again	  –	  an	  unlikely	  proposition	  at	  best.	  
	  
Connecticut’s	  libraries	  have	  a	  long	  and	  proud	  history	  of	  providing	  quality	  services	  at	  a	  great	  
value	  by	  taking	  advantage	  of	  regionalization	  and	  economies	  of	  scale.	  	  The	  Governor’s	  proposed	  
budget	  cuts	  and	  GB	  942	  would	  eliminate	  these	  progressive	  programs	  and	  set	  library	  services	  in	  
Connecticut	  back	  by	  decades.	  


